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Czechs and the Slovaks, and invented the term Czechoslovaks.
The main difference seems to be in the attitude to the Church,
the Slovaks being fervent Catholics while the Czechs cultivate the
national tradition of Hussitism, though they are not Hussites in
the religious sense.
10. THE CHURCHES AND THE RISE OF LIBERTY
The close connexion of the religious struggles initiated by the
Reformation with political liberty need not be discussed here in
detail. The Sovereignty of the People was invoked by Protestant
and Catholic leaders,1 and the long civil wars between them led
to an intense longing for national unity, especially in France
where royal absolutism utilized this yearning for establishing its
power. In Germany the Thirty Years War likewise furthered
the cause of absolutism and, in particular, prepared the rise of
the Hohenzollerns and their militarism. The Popes followed a
policy of the Balance of Power, which put their political before
their religious interests, and directly favoured the rise of Pro-
testantism.2 It was essentially the same foreign policy as that
followed by England ; it was due to the same cause, namely, the
lack of a strong army, and it led to the same result, namely, the
safeguarding of small nations against the aggressions of powerful
1 states. The Popes dreaded nothing more than the rise of a state to
such power thatthe independence of theother states,and their own
position, would be jeopardized. For this reason they made many
efforts to curb the expansion of Catholic rulers who were the
champions of Catholicism, such as Charles V, Philip II, Fer-
dinand II and Louis XIV, and even allied themselves with
Protestants against them. When William III landed in England
and took up arms against Louis XIV, the Pope was on his side
and influenced the Catholic powers to support him. The rise
of national and political liberty was largely due to the never-
ending rivalry between the spiritual and the temporal powers.
Many prominent historians have attributed the rise of spiritual
liberty, and, in particular, of the spirit of free critical research, to
Protestantism, and there is certainly some truth in this contention.
The Mediaeval Church, moreover, was frequently represented as
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